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Our Graduate Student Advisory Council (GSAC)

Established in November 2018

Members:

• Opeyemi Olokede (Thomas) - Chair
• Jyot Antani - Secretary
• Ari Ufondu - Executive Assistant
• Pritishma Lakhe

- Interim: Behnaz Rahmani
• Hallie Graham
• Spyridon (Spyros) Tsolas
• Edwin Lavi

Purpose:

• to advocate for the graduate student 
body 

• to facilitate departmental improvement
• to form a communication line between 

students, faculty and stuff

Website:
www.chegsatamu.com/chen-gsac

https://www.chegsatamu.com/chen-gsac
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Membership based on student elections

1 year service term

Activity:

Monthly meetings (and as needed):

• Receive and discuss student feedback 
• Provide feedback to department
• Organize initiatives to support graduate 

students 

Online Resources

Get access to:

• Agendas of past meetings
• Copy of by-laws, and
• Provide feedback - for matters to be 

discussed in future meetings

Our Graduate Student Advisory Council (GSAC)

Website:
www.chegsatamu.com/chen-gsac

https://www.chegsatamu.com/chen-gsac
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Our Graduate Student Advisory Council (GSAC)

So far:

• Established by-laws
• Met with Department’s Advisory Council 
• Created website
• Created GSAC email account to 

communicate with student body and 
inform about events

• Organized today’s informational session

Website:
www.chegsatamu.com/suggestion-box

http://www.chegsatamu.com/suggestion-box
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Our Graduate Student Advisory Council (GSAC)

Important - Save the Date: 

Departmental social with 
graduate students and faculty

• Feb 20 3-5PM 
@ ZACH 297 (expect an 
official invitation)

• To-be-established as 
graduate students tradition



How to Search for University 
Resources
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How to Search for University Resources

Website:
http://catalog.tamu.edu/undergraduate/gene
ral-information/services/

Plethora of useful resources (links and 
descriptions) for all students

Examples:
• University Scholarship Application 

• Career Center

• Health Promotion

• Student Conduct Office

• Student Counseling Service

• Student Health Services

• Student Legal Services

http://catalog.tamu.edu/undergraduate/general-information/services/
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Website:
http://catalog.tamu.edu/graduate/campus-
life-resources/

Plethora of useful resources  for 
graduate students

Notable:
• The Academy for Future Faculty

• Center for Teaching Excellence

• GRAD Aggies

• Adult, Graduate and Off-Campus 

Student Services

• Graduate and Professional Student 

Council (GPSC)

How to Search for University Resources

http://catalog.tamu.edu/graduate/campus-life-resources/


11

Academic Success Center:
http://successcenter.tamu.edu/Student-
Resources/A-M-Resources

Notable:
• Academic Calendar

• Aggie Honor System Office

• English Language Institute

• MacResource Computers MSC

• Office of Graduate & 

Professional Studies

• Office of the Registrar

• Software Center

• Student Business Services

How to Search for University Resources

http://successcenter.tamu.edu/Student-Resources/A-M-Resources


Overview of Selected Resources: 
Health 
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https://shs.tamu.edu/services/

https://shs.tamu.edu/services/
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SHS Patient Portal

https://cas.tamu.edu/cas/login?service=https://shsportal.tamu.edu

https://cas.tamu.edu/cas/login?service=https://shsportal.tamu.edu
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Student Counseling Services

• AOD/Addiction
• Career Counseling
• Couple Counseling
• Crisis Intervention
• Group Counseling
• Learning Disability and ADD/ADHD 

Screenings
• Personal Counseling
• Psychiatric Services
• Self-Help, Outreach, and Consultation
• Stress Management & Biofeedback 

Services
• Testing Services

Website: https://scs.tamu.edu/

Location: Student Services @ White 
Creek. Take the on-campus Bus Route 03 
(“Yell Practice.”)

https://scs.tamu.edu/


16

Health Promotion

-Educate and inform on all aspects 
of health and wellness

-Provided guides and tips

• Physical health, nutrition, Sleep, 
etc. 

• Mental health,Stress 
management, etc.

• Alcohol, drugs, medication, etc.
• Healthy relationships, consent, 

etc.
• Sexual health, etc.

https://studentlife.tamu.edu/hp/

https://studentlife.tamu.edu/hp/
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Health Promotion

-Educate and inform on all aspects 
of health and wellness

-Provided guides and tips

• Physical health, nutrition, Sleep, 
etc. 

• Mental health,Stress 
management, etc.

• Alcohol, drugs, medication, etc.
• Healthy relationships, consent, 

etc.
• Sexual health, etc.

https://studentlife.tamu.edu/hp/topics/

https://studentlife.tamu.edu/hp/topics/
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Tell Somebody

Online report form for non-emergencies

- Can be submitted anonymously

If not sure about:

• student’s behavior
• student’s emotional distress
• student’s disruptive behavior
• faculty member’s behavior
• staff member’s behavior

Contact:

• Dean of Student Life
• Student Counselling Service
• Student Conduct Office
• Dean of Faculties
• Human Resources https://tellsomebody.tamu.edu

https://tellsomebody.tamu.edu
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Athletic Services

The Recreational Center 

https://recsports.tamu.edu/

https://recsports.tamu.edu/
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PEAP: Physical Education Athletic 
Program

http://peapcourses.tamu.edu/

http://peapcourses.tamu.edu/
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Domestic Abuse

• Step In Stand Up 
https://stepinstandup.tamu.ed
u/education-resources.html

• Incidents can be reported to 
OGAPS at (979-845-3631)

• For a safe escort on campus 
contact corp escorts (979 845-
6789)

• Emergencies can be reported 
to the university police 
number: (979) 845-2345 (on 
the back of the TAMU card) 

https://stepinstandup.tamu.edu/education-resources.html
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Disability Services

Disability Services is available for all students 
with 

- Accommodations Coordination 

- Testing Administration Center (TAC)

- Assistive technology services (ATS)

- Communication Access Services

Website: https://disability.tamu.edu/

Phone: 979-845-1637

Location: Student Services at White Creek

Many great resources for students and instructors 

https://disability.tamu.edu/


Overview of Selected Resources: 
Safety, Legal Issues, and 

Conflict Resolution
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https://studentlife.tamu.edu/sls/

Student Legal Services

https://studentlife.tamu.edu/sls/
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https://studentlife.tamu.edu/sls/

Student Legal Services 

https://studentlife.tamu.edu/sls/
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OGAPS Ombuds Officer

• Fair processes of graduate education
• Misunderstandings and conflicts
• Converse with an Ombuds officer if you don’t know where to 

turn
• Informal, neutral, confidential resource to discuss conflicts

https://ogaps.tamu.edu/New-Current-
Students/Ombudsperson

Or Google “OGAPS Ombuds”

ombuds@tamu.edu

https://ogaps.tamu.edu/New-Current-Students/Ombudsperson
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Corps Escorts and Car-pool 

Corps Escorts

- Corps escort will meet and walk with you 
to most on-campus locations. 

- Hours: 5 PM – 7 AM 

- Phone: 979-845-6789 

- FREE, nonjudgmental rides home on 
weekends

- 10:00 PM to 3:00 AM on Thursday, 
Friday, and Saturday nights

- Phone: 979-693-9905 

Phone numbers on back of student ID
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Corps Escorts and Car-pool 

Corps Escorts

- Corps escort will meet and walk with you 
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- FREE, nonjudgmental rides home on 
weekends
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What Should You Do In An Emergency

• Be aware of your surroundings.

• Protect yourself.

• Call for help.

• Help others.

Emergency or “blue light” phones have been installed at 
various locations across campus.

Code Maroon: alert system

Sign-up at https://codemaroon.tamu.edu

More info at: https://www.tamu.edu/emergency/

Phone: 911 or 845-4311 for Facility Emergencies

https://codemaroon.tamu.edu
https://www.tamu.edu/emergency/


Overview of Selected Resources: 
Residential Services 



31

AggieSearch

• LOCAL apartment 
finding tool

• A good deal of 
customizability to find 
the perfect 
apaertment/roommates

• Ideal for new students 
or current students 
looking for a change of 
scene

• Beware of scams!
https://aggiesearch.ta

mu.edu/
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Homebase Services

• FREE resource for housing 
arrangements and alumni 
networking in a new city

• Ideal for recent graduates 
and interns!

• Long relationship with the 
Bush school-starting to 
work with Engineering 
Depts.

https://www.homebaseservices.
com/university-directors/



Overview of Selected Resources: 
Money Matters 
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Health Insurance & Benefits

Graduate students can choose 
to pay for the following:

• Health Insurance 
• Dental Plan
• Vision Plan
• Life Insurance
• Long-term Disability 

Insurance 



35

Money Education (ME) Center

Money Management Student Loan 
Repayment

Eating on a Budget Love & Money

Credit Cards & Credit Scores Buying a Car

Identity Theft Buying a Home

Graduating: Now What? Saving & Investing

Hours: Monday – Friday, 8 AM – 5 PM

Website: https://money.tamu.edu/

Phone: 979-845-SAVE (7283)

Location: Pavilion 1st Floor

https://money.tamu.edu/


Overview of Selected Resources: 
Career and Development 
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Career Center

Location: Koldus Building

● Resume and cover letter
● Search jobs
● Apply for interviews, search leads

(HireAggies)

● Attend career fairs
● Mock interviews
● Salary evaluation and negotiation
● Apply for AggieExternship

Contact: https://careercenter.tamu.edu/

Career advisors, Professional school 

advisors

https://careercenter.tamu.edu/
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Center for Teaching Excellence

● For graduate students, postdocs, faculty
● CIRTL @ TAMU – NSF funded nationally recognized network

TAR fellowship – year long, with stipend, expected to publish/present

CCT – semester long course, 1 credit hour, certificate - nationally recognized

AFF – Free, semester long, core and elective sessions, certificate

Contact: https://cte.tamu.edu/ and http://cirtl.tamu.edu/

Dr. RaSheedah Richardson

sheedah@tamu.edu | 979.845.0793 | 200G YMCA

Location: YMCA Building

Develop teaching methods, classroom 
management and assessment, teaching statement, 
course syllabus, teaching portfolio

https://cte.tamu.edu/
http://cirtl.tamu.edu/
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Graduate Student or 

Postdoctoral Fellow

Leadership 

Experience

Undergraduate 

Student

Research 

Experience

AGGIE RESEARCH 

LEADERSHIP 

PROGRAM
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Aggie Research Leadership Program

• Aggie Research Leadership 
Certificate.

• Aggie Research Scholars 
Certificate.

Website: aggieresearch@tamu.edu

Email: aggieresearch@tamu.edu

mailto:aggieresearch@tamu.edu
mailto:aggieresearch@tamu.edu
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Power Studios

POWER stands for "Promoting Outstanding Writing 
for Excellence in Research".

POWER Services support graduate students who:

• Wish to improve their writing ability

• Wish to learn how to write more productively, or 

• Struggle with their current writing skills.

Website: http://power.tamu.edu/

“A grad student in 
procrastination tends to stay 
in procrastination unless an 
external force is applied.”

http://power.tamu.edu/
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University Writing Center

• One-to-one appointments for help with seminar papers, 
proposals, theses and dissertations.

• Graduate Student Workshops.

• Proposal Retreats.

• Thesis and Dissertation Retreats.

• Website: https://writingcenter.tamu.edu/

• Phone: 979-458-1455

• Location: Room 1.214, Evans Library

Room 205, West Campus Library

https://writingcenter.tamu.edu/
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